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Pimpare, Justin

From: Spinale, Mark
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2022 7:14 AM
To: Pimpare, Justin
Subject: FW: MWRA

Hi Jay.  Did you already respond to Denny on this?  Didn’t Tetra Tech just do the audit at MWRA like last year? 
 
Mark Spinale, Manager 
Municipal Assistance Section 
EPA Region 1 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 
Mail Code 06-2 
Boston, MA 02109-3912 
617.918.1547 (ph.) 
617.918.0547 (fax) 
spinale.mark@epa.gov 
 

From: Dart, Denny <Dart.Denny@epa.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2022 6:50 AM 
To: Spinale, Mark <Spinale.Mark@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MWRA 
 
FYI 
 
Denny Dart (she/her) 
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Branch 
(617) 918-1850 
 

From: Dart, Denny  
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2022 6:50 AM 
To: Canzano, Joseph <canzano.joseph@epa.gov>; Melcher, John <Melcher.John@epa.gov>; Pimpare, Justin 
<Pimpare.Justin@epa.gov> 
Subject: FW: MWRA 
 
Good morning. 
See Karen’s question.  (There is a citizen suit related to MWRA’s pre-treatment program – see below.) 
 
 
Denny 
 
Denny Dart (she/her) 
Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Branch 
(617) 918-1850 
 

From: McGuire, Karen <Mcguire.Karen@epa.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2022 6:40 AM 
To: Dart, Denny <Dart.Denny@epa.gov>; Chow, James <chow.james@epa.gov> 
Subject: MWRA 
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Do you know when we may have last taken a look at MWRA’s pretreatment program? 
 
From: Jake O'Neill <joneill@clf.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, February 23, 2022 1:25 PM 
To: Jake O'Neill <joneill@clf.org> 
Subject: Boston Wastewater Plant Polluting Harbor 
 
Mass. Water Resources Authority Failing to Protect Water Quality 
CLF to file Clean Water Act lawsuit  
 
February 23, 2022 (BOSTON, MA) – Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) has notified the Massachusetts Water 
Resources Authority (MWRA) of its intent to sue for Clean Water Act violations. MWRA handles all wastewater 
treatment for the City of Boston and the surrounding area. It is failing to enforce pretreatment standards, which can 
result in polluted wastewater being discharged into Massachusetts Bay and Boston Harbor.  
 
“Boston’s coastal waters are at risk of dangerous, toxic pollution,” said Heather Govern, Vice President of Clean Air and 
Water at CLF. “The public spent millions to clean up Boston Harbor decades ago, and sustaining that incredible progress 
requires MWRA get serious about doing its job properly.” 
 
MWRA requires cities, towns, and industrial facilities to pre-treat wastewater before it is pumped to the agency’s facility 
on Deer Island. From Deer Island, the wastewater is discharged into Massachusetts Bay. However, MWRA is not 
enforcing the “pre-treaters’” standards and limits designed to protect our waters. Discharged wastewater that is not 
properly treated impairs water quality and can harm local ecosystems and aquatic life. 
 
CLF notified MWRA of its intent to sue today, and the agency has 60 days to respond before the lawsuit is filed in federal 
court.  
 
CLF experts are available for further comment. 
 
### 
 
Jake O’Neill 
Press Secretary 
Conservation Law Foundation 
62 Summer Street 
Boston, MA  02110 
P: 617-850-1709 
C: 978-478-8318 
E: joneill@clf.org  
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